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persons who had received Episcopal license for the act. In the reign of Edward the Sixth it was ordered in the office of private baptism, that they " that he present, shall call upon GOD for His grace, and say the LORD'S Prayer, if the time will suffer, and then one of them. shall name the child, and dip him in water, or pour water upon him, saying, &c." But the Rubric now stands altered thus : " first let the minister of the parish (or in his absence any other lawful minister that can be procured,) with them that are present call upon GOD and say the LORD'S Prayer, and so many of the Collects appointed to be said before in the form of public baptism, as the time and present exigence will suffer. And then the child being named by some one that is present, the minister shall throw water upon it saying," &c. This would seem to shew a desire, on the part of the Church, to prevent laymen from baptizing, though it attaches, of course, such great importance to this holy sacrament, that she permits any lawful minister, i. e. any minister of the Church to officiate on such an occasion, even though in another man's Parish. While our holy Bishops', who in time past were distinguished for their divinity rather than for secular science, decided generally against the validity of lay baptisms; some of our later Bishops have decided in favour of them; but it is generally to be remarked, that those who favour lay-baptisms, usually take a very low view of the Sacrament itself, and only think the question worth a thought, because if persons baptized by laymen are really unbaptized, they cannot be buried according to the Rites of a Church which such persons have most probably despised and reviled. It is a question of deep importance to Scripture Christians, who, with the Scripture, regard Baptism as the fever of regeneration.
But when Bishops disagree, it is not for us to decide; and therefore, having now given the reader an abstract oi the state of the question, we leave him to judge as well as he can, where lies the preponderance of truth, and the place of greatest safety* That the lawfully ordained ministers of CHRIST have the power and right of administering true Baptism, is incontestable. Whether any others possess the like power, we shall know and acknow-